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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_YDHg0lPN-8&t=5s

Intro to Less Restrictive Options for Families





• First, guardianship is the legal removal of a 
person’s right to make decisions about their life.

• And second, because of the very serious nature 
of this, guardianship is intended to be the last 
resort after other less-restrictive options have 
been tried.

• You should also know that once guardianship is 
established, it can be really difficult to reverse

• None of this means that guardianship should 
never be used, or that someone is somehow bad 
for getting guardianship of a loved one. What 
we’re trying to do is help people understand all of
the other ways to support others to learn and 
practice decision-making skills, and there are 
many of them. Because what we know is that 
people who have more self-determination, more 
control over their lives and their decisions, well 
they have better life outcomes





We know that people with more self-determination, more 

control over their lives, live more independently, have more 

financial independence, and have better jobs that pay more. And 

all of that sounds good, but there’s more.  People with more self-

determination are more likely to be included in their 

communities, spend time with friends, go on dates, have more 

privacy, and be able to practice their religion.  They’re also more 

likely to just have their rights respected.  And then often the most 

surprising one – people with more self-determination are better 

able to identify and resist abuse and exploitation.  Yeah, so that’s 

pretty big.  



And then we also know some things about people who don’t get 

to make their own decisions or have less self-determination, 

like…they might not develop decision-making skills.  They also 

might not be included in decisions that affect them as they get 

older (think about that, medical decisions, living arrangements, 

even things as basic as food and clothing).  And over time people 

who don’t get to make their own decisions can become passive 

and develop low self-esteem, which can affect their physical and 

mental wellbeing.  





YOUR DOCTOR SAYS YOU NEED SURGERY.

WHAT DO YOU DO?

A Make a Pros/Cons list B
Talk to someone who 

had the surgery before

C Get a second opinion D Just get the surgery







Questions?

jyoung@ohionetworkforinnovation.com
740.485.5869

crhineman@butlerdd.org
513.758.2873

mailto:crhineman@butlerdd.org





